St. Mary of Egypt Monastery 
Breaks Ground for 
New Annex, Feeds Hungry & 
Installs more icons in the Chapel

The Illuminator Newspaper   December 2010      
Monasticism, page 15     

Newspaper of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh, from the Bishop’s office (article updated)


(Cleveland, OH)    God has showered St. Mary of Egypt Orthodox Monastery with manifold blessings over the years. This past November 2010, the monastery was once again the recipient of God’s divine providence in two very special ways.

On November 1, His Eminence Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh gave his blessing for St. Mary of Egypt Monastery to proceed with the laying of the foundation for a new annex extension to the monastery’s chapel. This indoor enclosure would solve the issue of overflow of people during church services and for the groups who visit.  

On November 9, the feast day of St. Nektarios the Wonderworker, and the Metropolitan of Pentapolis, 
a moving and very well-attended Divine Liturgy was celebrated at the monastery. Officiating at the services were the Rev. Fr. Constantinos Dimon of the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church of Cleveland, OH, the Rev. Fr. Demetrios Doukas of St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church of Rocky River, OH, Rev. 
Fr. Paul Patitsas, presently serving in New Zealand. Rev. Fr. Jean Dib El-Ojaimi of St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church attended. The monastery chapel was packed to capacity with adults and children, with an overflow of worshippers in the courtyard.                         

Following the Divine Liturgy, the clergy led the faithful in the hagiasmos, or blessing of the waters, service to bless the grounds upon which the groundbreaking was to occur. The faithful were anointed with oil from the Tomb of Christ, and the monastery of St. Nectarios. 
A fellowship with coffee and potluck followed.

On November 12, the foundation for the monastery’s annexed area was successfully laid. Throughout November and December the building of the extension began and the exterior was completed. Large side windows were installed and the roof was also finished. Two sliding glass doors were installed, and siding was put up. January 2011, was dedicated to finishing work in the interior - electrical, drywall, painting, and the like.  February 3th, 2011 the chapel annex was completed!

Three (3) special, handwritten icons were commissioned for the monastery.  Rev. Mother Theonymphie, Abbess, is very grateful to all who donated for this project.  The icons will be taken to His Eminence, Metropolitan Maximos to be blessed, and then be installed in the St. Mary of Egypt Chapel.  
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Chapel Building:    Thanks
John D’Amico, Great Garage Company, General Contractor, and 
all the Donors & Volunteers
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Photos Continued…  


Aside from these happy developments, 
in September, St. Mary of Egypt Monastery, as it does every year, began working diligently to complete its annual Holiday Food Distribution. Volunteers from the community prepare the food baskets for the Holidays of Thanksgiving, Christmas, Pascha (Easter), and throughout the year.  
  
We thank everyone who sends financial donations and/or volunteers for the ministry outreach programs. 

For Thanksgiving over 340 people were assisted and almost 400 people were helped for Christmas. Among the food purchased or donated this year were turkeys, Honey-Baked hams, chickens, potatoes, apples, onions, tomatoes, cheese, various non-perishable foods, fresh fruits & vegetables, and desserts. Each food basket weighed over 75 pounds!  

This year, two donors made it possible for the monastery to give $5.00 gift cards to all the children and their families to be able to go out to eat together.  

With gratitude toward Almighty God, thanks is given to all the donors, businesses, and volunteers. 

We also thank the faithful who keep us in their prayers for their loyal support of the monastery’s longstanding and exemplary ministry. 

They have received Proclamations from 
the Mayors of Cleveland and the Governors of Ohio for their commitment to the community.

The monastery is a member of the Cleveland Foodbank, United Way designated donor #4697, has received the Accredited Charity award from the Better Business Bureau, Guide Star, and Just Give.

***


The monastery is a 501C-3 and
your donations are tax deductible

To donate and for more information 
visit our website:
 
www.saintmaryofegypt.org.





Volunteers at Monastery food warehouse
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           Board Mtg         Chapel Service    Retreat Plans   
***
As always, we welcome your visit

First Tuesday of the month, Divine Liturgy
Please call to confirm time…

  

News:      Athenian Assisted Living &
       Grecian Garden Apartments

2010 Best of North Royalton, Ohio Award

Sun Newspaper          This Orthodox family owned                      
(7-29-10)                  and operated facility 
was awarded the prestigious honor as an ‘Outstanding Senior Care Community” by the United States Commerce Association, as well as the “Best of Local Business” award.  In 2009, they were recognized by the Ohio Dept of Health for their excellent ‘care and service to seniors’.

Call:  1.440.877.1900  or  www.athenianvillage.com




Chapel Building
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Glory be to God


St. Mary of Egypt Orthodox Monastery
P.O. Box 5757
Cleveland, OH 44101
440. 473.3885         216. 351.3533


Please Be an Angel,
Join the Loyal Angels of the Monastery
with a monthly gift in any amount


DONATE:     Your car, van, mobile home,
home, RV, camper, cycle, etc.   Tax deductible


Your Orthodox craft store:   www.orthodoxchristiancraftsupply.com
----------------------------------------------------------------
Printing & mailing donated by:
Saturn Press  1.440.232.3344
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